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RESPONSE 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Election of Species requirement of September 26, 2005 and the 
Notice of Non-Compliant Response mailed December 6, 2005. Applicants appreciate the 
Examiner's courtesy in discussing this with the undersigned on November 22, 2005, As 
discussed, it appears that the Election of Species requirement was issued enoneousJy. 

The Office Action of February 14, 2005 indicated ^t dependent claims 1 8 and 19 were 
allowable. In the subsequent Amendment, claim 17 was amended to include the limitation of 
claim 1 8. New claims 25 and 26 were presented. Claim 25 represented previous claim 19 
written in independent form> i.e. it included all of the features of claims 17 and 19. Claim 26 
was identical to pending dependent claim 21, but depended from the new independent claim 25. 

As claim 19 had been indicated to be allowable, it appears that no election of species 
should be necessary at this stage. Therefore, Applicants request that the Election of Species 
Requirement be withdrawn. Nonetheless, Applicants provisionally elect the species of Fig. 6A- 
B; claims 17 and 21 read on the elected species. 
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Favorable reconsideration in the form of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 
The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the belov^-listed telephone number if 
any issues remain that prevent the allowance of this application. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

HAMRE. SCHUMANN, MUELLER & LARSON, P.C. 
P.O. Box 2902-0902 
MinnBapolis, MN S5402 
(612)455-38f 
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